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LAST MEETING: On 19 January 2007, our
largest turnout in the memories of long-time
members was recorded with approximately 80
members and guests in attendance to hear
Tom Ricks from the Washington Post talk
about his best selling book Fiasco: The
American Military Adventure In Iraq. Members
who brought and introduced their guests
included John Haralson, John Brosnan,
Wally Johnson, John Whidden, Jim
Ferguson, Gary Hilton, and Pete Stemniski.

Reports from chapter officers:

Al Paddock, President, stressed the
importance of contacting members who are
sick and attending military funerals in the DC
Metropolitan area. Al thanked members for

their donations, and requested additional
contributions, especially for the Spring Dinner
Dance where we invite wounded soldiers from
Walter Reed Army Hospital.

Mac Dorsey, Vice President, discussed the
guest speakers for February, March, and April.
Mac also stated that the invitations to the
Spring Dinner Dance to be held at the Army-
Navy Country Club on 5 May 2007 will be sent
out in early February 2007. He emphasized
the need for early reservations to cover pre-
payment costs.

John Mohler, Treasurer, gave a brief financial
report and asked members for continued
support in giving donations to the chapter.

Pete Stemniski, Secretary, discussed the
plans for a new Chapter X| website, the status
of the 2007 annual dues drive, and information
regarding hotel accommodations for the



upcoming SFA National Convention in
Oklahoma City.

Gene Russell has volunteered to become the
Chapter XI Chaplain. Gene’s contact
information is listed in the Chapter Officers
section above.

Al Paddock introduced Tom Ricks, who spoke
about his best selling book, Fiasco: The
American Military Adventure in Iraq. He
identified five systemic breakdowns that
occurred in lraq prior to and during Operation
Iragi Freedom.

Our 50-50 raffle winner was David King.

NEXT MEETING: The next meeting is 23
February 2007, at the Harvest Moon. Happy
hour activities will commence at 1830 followed
by a business meeting at 1915. Dinner will
begin following the guest speaker. Dinner cost
is $16.00 (includes tax and gratuity). The guest
speaker will be Lou Hoffman, former chapter
secretary, who recently returned from a year in
Afghanistan as an advisor to the Ministry of
Defense.

SPRING SCHEDULE: The following dates and
events are scheduled. The venue will be the
Harvest Moon Restaurant, unless otherwise
indicated below:

» 30 March 2007: Guest Speaker — Stuart
Kenworthy, Rector of Christ Church,
Georgetown, who served as a National
Guard Chaplain in Iraq.

» 20 April 2007: Guest Speaker — Mario
Mancuso, Deputy Assistant Secretary of
Defense for Special Operations and
Combating Terrorism.

» 5 May 2007: Annual Spring Dinner Dance,
Army-Navy Country Club. Invitations will be
mailed to chapter members the first week in
February 2007.

CHAPTER Xl FINANCIAL REPORT:

Chapter bank account: $4,366.21

Less funds designated for SOWF: $766.00
Less funds to be sent to SFAHQ: $0.00
Remaining chapter operating funds: $3,600.21

SICK AND SHUT INS:

» Paul Agosta is recovering from tongue
cancer surgery and recently completed
chemotherapy and radiation.

» Bill Behrens has had a series of health
problems, to include a lung transplant and
more recently, double pneumonia. He is
currently at Mount Vernon NOVA Hospital
and welcomes phone calls there at (703)
664-8549.

» Ferdinand Thomas has inoperable cancer
of the stomach, liver, and pancreas. He is
being treated with chemotherapy and the
tumors are beginning to reduce in size.
Ferdinand recently retired and is at home
most of the time. His phone number is
(540) 659-9507.

» Doug Dillard’s wife Virginia is still in serious
condition after undergoing multiple bypass
surgery and subsequent complications.
Doctors are trying to gradually wean her off
the ventilator. Doug’s home phone number
is (301) 262-2439.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE GENERAL FUND:
Al Paddock, $100.00

Pete Stemniski, $30.00

Henry Kenny, $5.00

Douglas Jones, $75.00

Greg Johnson, $5.00

Charles Jay, $25.00

Desmond Flanigan, $25.00
Norm Gardner, $10.00

Dan Carey, $5.00

Hartmut Schauer, $25.00

Paul Agosta, $5.00

Richard Friedman, $25.00
Ludwig Faistenhammer, $25.00
Art Mott, $5.00

Douglas E. Jones, $75.00

John P. McMullen, $5.00
Thomas Maude, $100.00

John Krull, Jr., $20.00

Ludwig Faistenhammer, $25.00
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» Al Paddock, $100.00



NEW SFAHQ DUES STRUCTURE:
Recently SFAHQ sent a memo to chapter
presidents explaining the new 2007 dues
structure. Annual dues increased effective 1
January 2007. The following depicts the new
dues structure, including the SFAHQ and
chapter portions:

support the Foundation in providing
educational scholarships to the children of our
Quiet Professional Warriors who died while
serving our nation. Your thoughtful
consideration to support this is greatly
appreciated.

SPECIAL FORCES ASSOCIATION

NATIONAL CONVENTION:

Type Cost To SFAHQ | To Chapter
Annual $30.00 $21.00 $9.00
Reinstatement | $35.00 $26.00 $9.00
Life $400.00 $325.00 $75.00
Life (over 65) | $280.00 $230.00 $50.00

We encourage donations to the chapter
because member dues do not cover all
operating expenses.

MEMORIAL FUND ESTABLISHED IN
REMEMBRANCE OF AL DEPROSPERO:
Following the sudden passing of one of our
members of Chapter Xl, we learned that the
National Defense Industrial Association Special
Operations/Low Intensity Conflict Division
initiated action to establish a memorial fund
with the Special Operations Warrior
Foundation (SOWF) to honor COL Al
DeProspero’s memory and service to our
country. Those who wish to donate to the COL
Al DeProspero Memorial Fund are requested
to do so on the SOWF website,
http://www.specialops.org/, before the 18th
Annual Symposium in February so that the
cumulative amount from all donations to the
fund can be presented to the Foundation’s
President, COL John Carney, USAF (Ret),
during the 18th Symposium Awards Banquet
on 27 February. Should you wish to contribute
to the memorial fund, click on "Make a
Contribution" - and follow the directions for
making a check or a credit card contribution. If
making a contribution by check, please indicate
in the memo line that this is in "Memory of COL
DeProspero". All contributions are tax
deductible and the SOWF will send you a
receipt for tax purposes. Your contribution will
not only honor COL DeProspero but will

For those interested in attending the SFA
National Convention in Oklahoma City, OK, 1-7
July 2007, visit http://www.sfa32.org.
Recommend making your hotel reservations
soon because the host hotel is filling up
quickly.

CHAPTER NOTES:

» Chapter XI members participated in four
funerals over the past two months. Hovey
Johnson: Al Paddock, Vic and Thuy Hugo,
Mike Morin, and Charlie Norton. Harry
Sass: Al Paddock and Charlie Norton.
Walter Boyling: Al Paddock and Charlie
Norton. Staff Sergeant William
Skivington: Al Paddock, Vic and Thuy
Hugo, Mike Morin, and Charlie Norton. The
families of these fallen heroes greatly
appreciate the support from Chapter XI.
That said, in order for us to get the word out
fast — we need your e-mail addresses.

» The Chapter Xl leadership would like to
send out a special thank you to Craig Firth,
who is currently in Baghdad, Iraq. Craig
sent the chapter an American flag that was
flown over the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad.
Thank you very much for this special gift.

» For those who have not paid their 2007
annual dues, please do so as soon as
possible. Dues received after 1 February
2007 will be $35, which includes a $5
reinstatement fee. Mail your dues to the
SFA Chapter Xl PO Box listed on Page 1.

> If you have recently moved, send your new
address, phone, and e-mail information to
Pete Stemniski.




MAP TO THE HARVEST MOON

HARVEST MOON RESTURANT
7260 Arlington Blvd
Falls Church, VA 22042
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Wally Johnson, Al Paddock, and Charlie Norton at the Gary Johnson, Lee Yarborough, and Scot Crerar at the
Annual SFA Chapter XI Christmas Party Christmas Party

SFA Chapter Xl January Chapter Meeting Al Paddock Presenting Gift To Tom Ricks

Photos provided by John Michael. For additional SFA Ch Xl photos, visit www.John-Michael.net.



