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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: 

Those who were not present for our March 20 

meeting missed an excellent speaker—in my view 

one of the best we’ve had in a long time.   Rev. 

Stuart Kenworthy, Rector of Christ Church 

Georgetown, presented a personal account of a 

chaplain’s role in Iraq that was informative, 

inspirational, and, yes, moving.  My thanks go to 

Walt Henderson for obtaining Father Kenworthy as 

our speaker. 

 

The major item on my agenda now is improving 

attendance for our dinner dance on May 5.  

Currently we have approximately 100 seats paid 

for, in a ballroom at the Army-Navy Country Club 

that holds twice that many.  That is not an 

encouraging picture, particularly with less than 

three weeks available until the April 20 RSVP 

deadline. 

You will recall that after assuming the presidency in 

September 2006, I sent each member a personal 

letter outlining the major goals that we had 

established for the chapter.  One of them was to 

improve member participation in our chapter 

activities.  While attendance for our monthly 

meetings has improved significantly, setting chapter 

records, the outlook for attendance at our dinner 

dance at this juncture is not positive.  Our chapter 

lost a considerable amount of money because of 

poor participation for the April 2006 event, so much 

so that we seriously considered cancelling it for 

2007.  In the end, we resolved to try once more to 

retain what is, in my view, an important institution 

for our chapter.  I appealed for member donations 

to bolster our treasury, and the response was 

favorable, allowing us to at least cover prepayment 

costs for the dinner dance. 

 

Nevertheless, the current trend for reservations 

does not augur well for continuation of the dinner 

dance past 2007 if members have insufficient 

interest in doing so.  We have worked hard to plan 

a dinner dance that will have a mix of social hour, 

ceremonies, entertainment, dinner, and dancing.  
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Several recovering wounded military personnel 

from Walter Reed Hospital will also attend, always 

an inspirational part of our event.  In addition, we 

have reduced the costs of individual tickets by 

$10.00.  For $60.00 you will not find a better 

bargain in the DC area. 

 

With the number of members in th is chapter - the 

large majority of whom live in the DC/MD/VA area - 

we should be able to fill the Army-Navy Country 

Club ballroom with ease.  I ask for your support to 

help us do so. 

 

LAST MEETING: On 30 March 2007, 38 members 

and guests were in attendance to hear Stuart 

Kenworthy speak of his recent experiences as a 

National Guard Chaplain in Iraq.  Members who 

brought and introduced their guests included 

Carlos Burgos, Randy Young, Wells Goddin, 

and George Robertson. 

 

Reports from chapter officers: 

 

Al Paddock, President, reaffirmed his goals for 

2007 and the current status of these goals.   

 

Gene Russell, Chaplain, educated members about 

their VA rights, particularly on prostate cancer and 

knee replacements. 

 

Charlie Norton, President Emeritus, gave a 

summary of the funeral for GEN (Ret) Kingston.  

 

Greg Fair, webmaster of the Chapter XI website, 

presented an overview of our new website.  The 

site address is www.sfa11.org.  Both Pete 

Stemniski and Greg will be making modifications to 

the website as needed.   

 

NEXT MEETING: The next meeting is 20 April 

2007, at the Harvest Moon.  Happy Hour activities 

will commence at 1830 followed by a business 

meeting at 1915.  Dinner will begin following the 

guest speaker.  Dinner cost will range between 

$15-$18 per person (includes tax and gratuity) 

depending on the number of attendees staying for 

dinner.  The guest speaker will be Mario Mancuso, 

Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Special 

Operations and Combating Terrorism 

 

UPCOMING SCHEDULE: The following events are 

scheduled.  The venue is the Harvest Moon 

Restaurant, unless otherwise indicated: 

 5 May 2007: Annual Spring Dinner Dance, 

Army-Navy Country Club.  Invitations were 

mailed in mid-February 2007.  If you need 

another RSVP form, please notify Pete 

Stemniski. 

 1-7 July 2007: Special Forces Association 

Annual Convention, Oklahoma City, OK.  Visit 

www.sfa32.org for more information.  

 21 July 2007: Chapter XI Pool Party at Charlie 

Norton’s house in McLean, VA.  More 

information to follow. 

 28 September 2007: Guest Speaker – Martha 

Raddatz, ABC News Chief White House 

Correspondent. 

 26 October 2007: Guest Speaker – LTG (Ret) 

Richard G. Trefry, Commandant of the Armed 

Forces Management School. 

 25 January 2008: Guest Speaker – Dr. John 

McNamara.  Dr. McNamara will speak on 

personal disaster preparedness. 

 

CHAPTER XI FINANCIAL REPORT:  

Chapter bank account: $9,619.37 

Less funds designated for SOWF: $1,453.00 

Chapter contribution to SOWF: $1,000.00 

Less funds to be sent to SFAHQ: $0.00 

Remaining chapter operating funds: $8,166.37 

 

NEW CHAPTER XI MEMBERS: 

The chapter officers would like to welcome Charles 

Paxton to Chapter XI.   

 

GEN (RET) KINGSTON FUNERAL: 

GEN (Ret) Robert C. Kingston, Honorary member 

of SFA Chapter XI, was buried at Arlington National 

Cemetery on 23 March 2007 with full military 

honors.  The following SFA Chapter XI members 

and family attended the funeral: Al and Theresa 

Paddock, Charlie and Ginny Norton, Andy Winfree, 

Scot Crerar, Lee Yarborough, Rudi Gresham, Vic 

and Thuy Hugo, Harris Arlinsky, Jack and Joan 

Singlaub, Wally Johnson, Al Keller, Ken Ferguson, 

Hal Johnson, Horace Boner, Robert. Bechtoldt, 

Dan and Carole Myers, Ray Oden, David and Lois 

Grange, Mark and Colleen Atchison, Jim and Andy 

Sincere, Larry Reiman, Robin Luketina, Ruben 

Mooradian, John Howell, and Mike Hurst.  Chapter 

XI Honorary Pallbearers were Vic Hugo, David 

Grange, Jack Singlaub, Rudi Gresham, and Charlie 

Norton.  Al Paddock presented the SFA Plaque to 

the Kingston family.  Also CSA GEN Schoomaker, 

VCSA GEN Cody, and USSOCOM CDR GEN 

Brown were in attendance.   
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Al Paddock presenting SFA Plaque 

to the Kingston Family. 

 

SICK AND SHUT INS: 

The chapter officers want to reach out to its 

membership and if you know of anyone that is ill or 

having difficulty - please let our chaplain Gene 

Russell know so we can reach out to them and their 

family. 

 

The chapter officers would like to wish the following 

members a speedy recovery: Paul Agosta – tongue 

cancer; Ferdinand Thomas – cancer; Jerry Griffin – 

abdominal surgery; Harley Davis – knee 

replacement surgery; Bill Behrens – blood clot 

removed from his leg; and Dick Friedman – 

complications from prostate cancer.  Also Doug 

Dillard’s wife is in serious condition at Johns 

Hopkins Medical Center with complications from 

major heart surgery. 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE GENERAL FUND: 

 Gary Hilton, $25.00 

 Harris Arlinsky, $120.00 

 Ken Strafer, $115.00 

 Scott Whiting, $30.00 

 Wayne Wilcox, $100.00 

 Eric Helfers, $20.00 

 Edward Burke, $30.00 

 Al Paddock, $100 IMO Al DeProspero 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE CHAPTER SPECIAL 

OPERATIONS WARRIOR FOUNDATION 

ACCOUNT: 

 Al Paddock, $100 IMO Robert  Kingston 

 Andrew Gembara, $100 IMO Al DeProspero 

 Wayne Wilcox, $100.00 

 John Schram, $120.00 

 Charlie Norton, $20.00 

 Change From Dinner Bill, $34.00 

 

SPECIAL FORCES ASSOCIATION NATIONAL 

CONVENTION: 

For those interested in attending the SFA National 

Convention in Oklahoma City, OK, 1-7 July 2007, 

visit http://www.sfa32.org.  Recommend making 

your hotel reservations soon because the host hotel 

is filling up quickly. 

 

CHAPTER NOTES: 

 Gene Russell, Wally Johnson and Lynn 

Mariano are working to establish a program to 

assist all in determining their eligibility for 

disability entitlements and Combat Related 

Special Compensation.  Once this program is in 

place, Gene, Wally, and Lynn will let everyone 

know about it and what they have to do.   

 SFA Chapter XI members should have received 

by mail 20 tickets from SFA National 

Headquarters for the SFA Memorial Building 

raffle.  The proceeds are used to maintain the 

buildings and grounds at the SFA National 

Headquarters.  IMPORTANT – 50% of each 

ticket you buy is returned to Chapter XI BUT 

ONLY if you mark Chapter XI in the blank 

portion next to Chapter on the ticket.  The 

deadline to SFA National Headquarters is 28 

June 2007. 

 Wayne Wilcox, currently residing in Beijing, 

sent a note to the chapter leadership along with 

a generous donation.  If any Chapter XI 

member is planning to visit Beijing anytime 

soon, you can contact Wayne at 

wayne.wilcox@alcan.com. 

 SFA Chapter XI member is seeking a Vietnam 

era Tiger Stripe uniform for a Vietnam War 

display.  Will donate $300.00 to the chapter, 

SOWF, or a combination of both.  Contact Art 

Mott at skysojr@cox.net. 

 Chapter Secretary, Pete Stemniski, and 

Chapter XI member, Jack Kaplan, had the 

opportunity to participate in two airborne 

training operations in the month of March.   

 For those interested in obtaining personalized 

greeting cards and pictures from our monthly 

chapter meetings, visit www.john-michael.net.  

For the month of April, John Michael will be 

offering his distinctive SFA note cards with free 

personalization.  Visit John’s website for more 

details. 

 If you have recently moved, send your new 

address, phone, and e-mail information to Pete 

Stemniski. 
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MAP TO THE HARVEST MOON 

HARVEST MOON RESTURANT

7260 Arlington Blvd

Falls Church, VA  22042

495 Beltway

Graham Road

Harvest Moon

Seven Corners

Route 7

ROUTE 50 – Arlington Blvd

Approx. 1 Mile Approx. 2 Mile

 

 

 

John Whidden and Chapter XI members at  

the sign-in table for the March 2007 meeting. 

 

 

President Emeritus Charlie Norton presenting an update 

from GEN (Ret) Kingston’s funeral service on 23 March 

 

 

Chapter XI members at the March 2007 meeting. 

 

 

 

Chapter President Al Paddock presenting  

a gift to guest speaker Stuart Kenworthy 

 

Photos provided by John Michael.  For additional SFA Ch XI photos, visit www.John-Michael.net.  


