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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:

I would like to give you an update on our chapter
accomplishments since September 2006, and the
areas in which we need continued improvement.

We added two monthly meetings, for a total of six.
Attendance has improved over previous years, with
an average number of 52 personnel participating.
Our dinner dance was quite successful, with over 180
attending--a record high. Membership has increased
by 22. Chapter finances are in much better shape
than a year ago, due primarily to generous member
donations.

The chapter donated $4,000 to the Special
Operations Warrior Foundation (SOWF), our major
outreach effort. Our newsletter has been revised,
with the addition of several new sections. A chapter
website has been established. Members volunteered

for a variety of projects: chaplain, assistance with
veterans’ claims, diabetes educational information,
and guest speakers.

Our emphasis in the coming year should be on
encouraging more “sleeper members’ to attend
activities; another successful dinner dance, our major
annual event; recruiting more members from the
younger generation; and continued generous
donations for both the chapter and our SOWF
account.

All in all, it has been a good year. | thank members
and our officers for making this possible.

(Note: a more comprehensive version of this message
is on the chapter web site at http://www.sfa11.org)

SFA  NATIONAL  CONVENTION  GENERAL
MEMBERSHIP MEETING NOTES: On 6 July 2007,
the SFA General Membership meeting was held in
Oklahoma City, OK. Chapter XI members in
attendance for this meeting included: Al Paddock,
Pete Stemniski, Charlie Norton, Wally Johnson,
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Andy Winfree, Jimmy Spencer, Jack Singlaub,
Ruben Mooradian, Rudi Gresham, Carl Nagle,
Helmer Person, Bob Kvederas, and Billy
Thompson.

Highlights of the meeting are as follows:

e Mel Smith, SFAHQ Secretary, presented an
update on this past year’s audit of the SFA.
Details can be found in the Summer Drop.

¢ Ron McCan, SFAHQ Vice President, presented
his two initiatives for the coming year which are to
recruit newer members to the SFA and to review
the current Constitution.

e The SFAHQ National Election will take place in
2008. In September 2007, the SFA Chapter
Presidents will be notified that a «call for
nominations will be accepted by 31 October 2007.
On 31 January 2008, the ballot will be completed
and will be published in the Spring 2008 Drop. In
May 2008 a teller committee will be established to
count the ballots and the winners will be
announced at the 2008 SFA National Convention.

e The SFAHQ website is fully operational. To
register check out
www.specialforcesassociation.org.

e The 2008 SFA National Convention will be held in
Harrisburg, PA from 9-15 June 2008. Check out
the SFA Chapter 64 website for more details:
www.bobmcdowell.com.

e The 2009 SFA National Convention will be held in
Las Vegas, NV from 7-12 June 2009.

ANNUAL POOL PARTY: On 21 July 2007, over 50
members and guests were in attendance at our
annual pool party at Charlie Norton’s residence. In
attendance was Patricia Friedman, wife of Richard
Friedman who passed away earlier this year. Al
Paddock presented the Special Forces Association
memorial plaque to Patricia Friedman at this party.
Charlie would like to thank the following individualsfor
their help with the event: Bill Bache, Bob Fazio,
Gary Hilton and Santa's EIf for invaluable help in set
up and teardown, Ken Johnson the chef de cuisine,
and all the ladies led by Theresa Paddock for
bringing the scrumptious goodies to compliment the
dogs and burgers. The award for who traveled the
farthest to come to the pool party goes to Bill Bache
who traveled from lIstanbul, Turkey via the rotator
flight to BWI.

NEXT MEETING: The next meeting is 28 September
2007 at the Harvest Moon. Happy Hour activities will
commence at 1830 followed by a business meeting at
1915. Dinner will begin following the guest speaker.
Dinner cost will range between $15-$18 per person
(includes tax and gratuity) depending on the number

of attendees staying for dinner. The guest speaker
will be Martha Raddatz, ABC News Chief White
House Correspondent.

» UPCOMING SCHEDULE: The following events
are scheduled:

» 26 October 2007: Guest Speaker — LTG (Ret)
Richard G. Trefry, Commandant of the Armed
Forces Management School.

» December 2007, annual SFA Chapter XI Holiday
Party. Date and location to be determined.

» 25 January 2008: Guest Speaker — Dr. John
McNamara. Dr. McNamara will speak on
personal disaster preparedness.

CHAPTER XI FINANCIAL REPORT:

Chapter bank account: $13,767.29

Less funds designated for SOWF: $3,000.00
Less funds to be sent to SFAHQ: $0
Remaining chapter operating funds: $10,767.29

Over the past year Chapter XlI has received over
$11,600 dollars in donations from chapter members.
Your contributions are greatly appreciated!

SGM BRADLY CONNOR FUNERAL.:

SGM Bradly D. Conner, 41, of Coeur d'Alene, Idaho,
died on 9 May 2007, near AkHillah, Iraq, of wounds
suffered when an improved explosive device
detonated near his vehicle. SGM Conner was
assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 1st Special Forces
Group, Fort Lewis, Washington. SGM Connor was
buried at Arlington National Cemetery on 31 May
2007. Chapter XI members attending his burial
included Charlie Norton and Pete Stemniski.

LAURA MERKERSON FUNERAL.:

Mrs. Laura C. Merkerson, wife of Chapter XI member
Willie Merkerson, died on 24 may 2007 and was
buried at Arlington National Cemetery on 5 July 2007.
Chapter XI members attending the services included
Gene Russell.

SICK AND SHUT INS:

The chapter officers want to reach out to its
membership. If you know of anyone that is ill or
having difficulty, please let our chaplain, Gene
Russell, know so we can contact them and their
family.

The chapter officers would like to wish the following
members a speedy recovery: Jerry Griffin — at home
with colon and intestine problems; Jim Grimshaw —at
home with stints in arteries; Ferdinand Thomas — at
home with cancer; Doug Dillard’s wife Virginia
continues to recover from major heart surgery;, and Al
Zapanta is giving full time care to his wife.
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE GENERAL FUND: » The Chapter Officers would like to congratulate

> Al Paddock, $100 IMO Richard Friedman SGM Roger Yorgey on his retirement from the

> Brian O’Connor, $100.00 Army. Roger was instrumental to providing

» John Schram, $40.00 musical entertainment to Chapter XI at our formal

> Gary Hilton, $25.00 events. Thanks Roger for all that you have done
for Chapter XI!

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE CHAPTER SPECIAL » Congratulations to our website designer Greg Fair

OPERATIONS WARRIOR FOUNDATION on the birth of his son Gabriel on 31 May at

ACCOUNT: Fairfax Inova Hospital.

> Al Paddock, $100 IMO Richard Friedman » The Chapter Xl officers are working on securing a

site for the annual Christmas party. More

CHAPTER NOTES: information to come in the next newsletter.

» Did you know that diabetes affects over 20.8 » Attention Annual Members — it is time to start
million people in our country and is the leading thinking about sending in your annual dues.
cause of blindness, non traumatic Ilimb Contact Pete Stemniski at secretary@sfa11.org
amputation, heart disease, kidney failure and for your renewal form.
stroke in our country, and that diabetes is a » Mark this date on your calendar — 3 May 2008.
disease that can be controlled with education and This will be the date of our annual dinner dance at
diabetes self management training? Here is a the Army-Navy Country Club.
special offer for Lantus® (insulin glargine [rDNA » If you have recently moved or changd your
origin] injection) and/or Apidra® (insulin glulisine phone and/or e-mail address, please send a
[FDNA origin] injection) patients. A FREE training message to Pete Stemniski at
session will be hosted by a specialized educator secretary@sfa11.org so we can keep our files up
from the sanofi-aventis HELP Team. Training to date.
session to be held by appointment. Please call » Our next newsletter is expected to be released on

Carle Hurst at 703-399-4938 for more information.
For those interested in obtaining Chapter Xl
clothing, coins, and associated materials, please
contact Wally Johnson at wjohnso6@gmu.edu.

or around 1 October 2007.

MAP TO THE HARVEST MOON (courtesy of Google Maps)
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Remember — our next monthly meeting is on 28 September at the Harvest Moon Restaurant.



PHOTOS FROM RECENT CHAPTER XI EVENTS

Al Paddock presenting the Charlie Norton award to Al Paddock presenting Secretary Nicholson with a SFA
former Chapter XlI President Wally Johnson Chapter XI honorary membership certificate

Musical entertainment at the anual dinner dance. Al Paddock presenting the SFA plaque to Patricia
Friedman at the annual pool party

Charlie Norton showing us his water survival techniques
he learned a long, long, long time ago at Fort Bragg.

— ! : ;l::',
Chapter photographer John Michael presenting a picture
album of memorial services for Richard Friedman

Photos provided by John Michael. For additional SFA Ch Xl photos, vist www.John-Michael.net.



