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Restaurant
26 OCTOBER 2007
Start Time: 1830
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The Schram’s
Residence
9 DECEMBER 2007
Start Time: 1400

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:

Last Friday, 28 September, Martha Raddatz, ABC
News Chief White House Correspondent, was the
guest speaker for our monthly meeting. She was
terrific: candid, knowledgeable, and personable;
one of the best speakers that we've had.
Unfortunately, attendance at the meeting was
disappointing: 41 showed up, and only 31 stayed
for dinner.

Your chapter officers put a lot of time and effort into
recruiting high quality speakers. We schedule
meeting dates and speakers well in advance, so
that members can plan accordingly. In addition to
having this information available in our newsletters
and web site, we also send personal reminder
emails to members a week prior to each meeting.

A related aspect is our meeting location, the
Harvest Moon Restaurant, which provides us
significantly more room and privacy than we have
had in the past. There is a catch, however; we
have guaranteed the restaurant at least 35 meals
per meeting. At an average cost of $15 per meal,
that's a bargain.

In addition, we are engaged in discussions with the
restaurant management to confirm our meeting
dates through the end of 2008. These people are
in business to make money, and our bargaining
position will be much stronger if we have well over
35 meals paid for each event. Last Friday's 31
meals did not give us much leverage for these
discussions.

To sum up, our meetings have a lot to offer
members and guests: an opportunity to socialize,
receive some information about chapter activities,
hear a good speaker, and enjoy a decent meal at
bargain prices. But, we need better attendance,
and more people staying for dinner. | hope that |
can depend on you for this support.



SEPTEMBER MEETING: On 26 September 2007,
over 41 members and guests were in attendance to
hear Martha Raddatz, ABC News Chief White
House Correspondent, speak about her book “The
Long Road Home: A Story of War and Family”.
Members who brought and introduced their guests
included Bruce Gerrity, John McNamara, Pete
Stemniski. Prospective members in attendance
included Joe Morgan, Tim Haake, and Dan
Lorenz who also brought his interpreter Mike all
the way from Iraq.

Reports from chapter officers:

Al Paddock, President, welcomed everyone back
from summer break and provided highlights on
Jack Singlaub’s receipt of the OSS Society William
L. Donovan Award at a celebration of over 535
guests on 20 September 2007. Al introduced Lynn
Mariano, who replaced Mac Dorsey as Chapter Xl
Vice President. He also encouraged members to
attend the funerals of Special Forces personnel at
Arlington National Cemetery.

Lynn Mariano, Vice President, gave an overview
of planning for the 2008 Dinner Dance, and
introduced Mr. Robert White, Department of
Veterans Services, who spoke about some
Veterans Affairs issues, including filing claims.

John Mohler, Treasurer, provided a financial
status report, and read a letter from the
President/CEO, Special Operations Warrior
Foundation thanking Chapter XI for generous
donations over the past year.

Pete Stemniski, Secretary, provided an overview
of the following: an update on the new membership
drive focusing on getting younger recruits into the
chapter; the request from SFAHQ for all members
to donate $10 to assist with the SFAHQ annual
scholarships; an update on the SFAHQ call for
nominations for national chapter officers; and the
call to annual members to renew their dues for
2008.

Al Paddock introduced Martha Raddatz, who spoke
about her experiences as ABC News White House
correspondent; her 14 trips to Iraq; and her book
“The Long Road Home: A Story of War and
Family”. In this book Ms. Raddatz focused on the
1st Calvary’s tour in Irag and the families of its
deployed soldiers.

Our 50-50 raffle winner was Walt Baint, who
presented the winnings of $76 to Martha Raddatz
to give to the Marine Corps Semper Fi Fund.

NEXT MEETING: The next meeting is 26 October
2007 at the Harvest Moon. Happy Hour activities
will commence at 1830 followed by a business
meeting at 1915. Dinner will begin following the
guest speaker. Dinner cost will range between
$15-$18 per person (includes tax and gratuity)
depending on the number of attendees staying for
dinner. The guest speaker will be LTG (Ret)
Richard G. Trefry, Commandant of the Armed
Forces Management School.

UPCOMING SCHEDULE: The following events are

scheduled:

» 9 December 2007, annual SFA Chapter Xl
Holiday Party hosted by John and Reyna
Schram from 1400-1700. Directions will be
posted in the November newsletter.

» 25 January 2008: Guest Speaker — Dr. John
McNamara will speak on personal disaster
preparedness.

» 29 February 2008: Guest Speaker — Colonel
(Dr.) Paul Fredrichs, USAF, who will speak on
medical support for the armed forces.

» 28 March 2008: Guest Speaker — TBD

> 18 April 2008: Guest Speaker — TBD

CHAPTER XI FINANCIAL REPORT:

Chapter bank account: $12,494.16

Less funds designated for SOWF: $400.00
Less funds to be sent to SFAHQ: $0

Remaining chapter operating funds: $12,094.16

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE GENERAL FUND:

> John Daly: $300.00

> Noel Koch, $200.00

> Al Paddock, $100.00, IMO Wayne Downing

» Honorarium for Donald Ralph Sistare, $175.00
> Gary Hilton, $25.00

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE CHAPTER SPECIAL
OPERATIONS WARRIOR FOUNDATION
ACCOUNT:

» Al Paddock, $100.00 IMO Wayne Downing

ATTENTION ANNUAL MEMBERS:

It is time to renew your annual membership dues.
Visit our website and click on the following link for the
renewal form: http://sfal11.org/Renewal%20Form.pdf
Mail this form along with your check to our PO Box
listed on Page 1.




SFAHQ ANNUAL FUNDRAISER:

The National Officers of the Special Forces
Association request that members donate $10 for
the annual SFA scholarships. Please send your
donations to: SFAHQ, PO Box 41436, Fayetteville,
NC 28309-1436. For more information regarding
this request, please read the fall version of The
Drop.

REBATE FROM SFAHQ ANNUAL RAFFLE:
Chapter Xl received a $720.15 rebate from the
SFAHQ annual raffle. Thanks to all who
participated in the raffle.

BURIAL FOR ALBERT DEPROSPERO:

Former Chapter XI member COL (Ret) Albert
DeProspero will be buried at Arlington National
Cemetery on 20 November at 1300. For more
information, visit the Arlington National Cemetery
web site at www.arlingtoncemetery.org three days
prior to the burial.

FUNERALS HELD AT ARLINGTON NATIONAL

CEMETERY:

» 5 MIAs from Vietnam, 14 August. Chapter XI
members attending: Al Paddock, Ken Bowra,
Mac Dorsey, Robert Bechtoldt, and Art Gilley.

» SFC Jeffrey Kettle, 22 August. SFC Kettle
was killed in action from an IED near Jalalabad,
Afghanistan in early August. Chapter XI
members attending: Al Paddock, Pete
Stemniski, Charlie Norton, David King; and
Gary Hilton. Other SFA members in
attendance included James Hooker.

» CSM (Ret) Gregory Matteo, 12 September.
Chapter XI members attending: Al Paddock,
Jon Whidden, Lincoln German. Other SFA
members in attendance included James
Hooker.

» COL (Ret) Robert Costa, 25 September.
Chapter XI members attending: Al Paddock,
Othar Shalikashvilli, Harley Davis, and John
Michael Kupik. Other SFA members in
attendance included James Hooker.

» SGM (Ret) Robert Hede, 26 September.
Chapter XI members attending: Al Paddock.
Other SFA members in attendance included
Jim Kraus.

» CW3 (Ret) Donald Ralph Sistare, 27
September. Chapter XI members attending: Al
Paddock, John McNamara, John Michael
Kupik, and Gary Hilton. The Sistare family
made a donation to Chapter XI| thanking us for
our attendance at the burial.

SICK AND SHUT INS:

If you know of anyone who is ill or having difficulty,
please let our chaplain, Gene Russell, know so we
can contact them.

The chapter officers would like to wish the following

members a speedy recovery:

» Jerry Griffin — at home with colon and intestine
problems.

» Jim Grimshaw —at home with stints in arteries,
jim_grimshaw@yahoo.com.

» Ferdinand Thomas — at home with cancer,
bfthomas@adelphia.net.

» Doug Dillard’s wife, Virginia, continues to
recover from major heart surgery,
ddillardd@verizon.net.

» Al Zapanta is giving full time care to his wife,
zapantaz@aol.com.

CHAPTER NOTES:

» Congratulations to Lynn Mariano for his
assumption of the vice-president’s job, and our
thanks to Mac Dorsey for serving admirably in
that position for the past year. We know that
Lynn will make a significant contribution to the
chapter.

» For those interested in obtaining Chapter Xl
clothing, coins, and associated materials,
please contact Wally Johnson at
wjohnso6@gmu.edu.

» Mark this date on your calendar — 3 May 2008.
This will be the date of our annual dinner dance
at the Army-Navy Country Club.

» If you have recently moved or changed your
phone and/or e-mail address, please contact
Pete Stemniski at secretary@sfa11.org.

» Our next newsletter will be released on or about
1 November 2007.




MAP TO THE HARVEST MOON (courtesy of Google Maps)

Remember — our next monthly meeting is on26 October at the Harvest Moon Restaurant.

PHOTOS FROM RECENT CHAPTER XI EVENTS

Martha Raddatz speaking at the September meeting. Al Paddock presenting his book to Martha Raddatz.

Al Paddock expressing condolences to the Costa family. SFA Members attending the Costa burial services.

Photos provided by John Miclel. For additional SFA Ch Xl photos, visitttp://www.fototime.com/inv/ECOF71F0100E53D.



