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JANUARY 2008 NEWSLETTER 

 

JANUARY 2008 Mtg 

Harvest Moon 

Restaurant 

25 January 2008 

Start Time: 1830 

FEBRUARY 2008 Mtg 

Harvest Moon 

Restaurant 

29 February 2008 

Start Time: 1830 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: 

I want to thank those who have attended the 

funerals of active and retired Special Forces 

soldiers at Arlington National Cemetery.  SFA 

National’s staff rarely attends these events, 

thus Chapter XI represents the Association, 

and provides comfort to the next-of-kin of 

deceased members.  When called upon to do 

so, we also present the SFA Memorial Plaque 

to the families.  I can tell you from personal 

experience that these families and friends 

appreciate our gesture in their time of grief.  I 

encourage all of you who can find the time to 

participate in these events. 

 

It is not too early to begin thinking about the 

dinner dance on 3 May 2008.  Lynn Mariano is 

event chairman, and planning is coming along 

well.  Our keynote speaker is Elaine Rogers, 

President of the Metropolitan DC Office of the 

USO.  I have met Elaine, and am quite sure 

that she will be an outstanding speaker.  

Please reply quickly after receipt of your 

invitation.  While last year’s event had record 

attendance, up to the last week we were still in 

doubt whether we would achieve that goal.  

Also, I would appreciate support from members 

who want to host one or more of our wounded 

warrior guests from Walter Reed. 

 

I have been gratified by the response to my 

requests for donations to our chapter general 

fund, and to our Special Operations Warrior 

Foundation (SOWF) account.  Most recently, 

Rock Meyers gave a particularly generous 

donation to the chapter in memory of GEN 

(Ret) Robert Kingston. 

 

Theresa and I wish you a happy, prosperous, 

and healthy 2008.   
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2008 SFA CHAPTER XI ELECTIONS: 

Al Paddock and Pete Stemniski will not run for 

election to a second term.  Per SFAHQ 

guidance, the new officers must be in place 

prior to the SFA National Convention, 9-15 

June 2008.   

 

Here is the tentative schedule for the Chapter 

XI elections: 

 Self-nominations for Chapter President and 

Chapter Secretary are due to Pete 

Stemniski, secretary@sfa11.org or at (703) 

915-2536 NLT 2359 on 22 February 2008.  

Those nominating themselves must include 

a one paragraph statement indicating why 

the want a certain position. 

 In the March newsletter (which will be 

released on/around 5 March), we will 

publish the names of the nominees and 

their short statements. 

 The election will be held during the month 

of April 2008.  Ballots will be mailed NLT 29 

March 2008, and must be received by 26 

April 2008.  You will receive a stamped 

postcard with the nominees on one side 

and the return address on the other.   

 The new Chapter XI officers will be 

announced via e-mail and postal mail (for 

those who do not have e-mail) after the 

annual Dinner Dance in May. 

 Change of Command on 15 May 08. 

 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY : On 9 

December 2007, John and Reyna Schram 

hosted our annual Christmas party at their 

residence in Lorton, VA.  Over 30 Chapter XI 

members and guests attended this event.  A 

special thanks to John and Reyna for their 

hospitality.   

 

UPCOMING SCHEDULE: The following events 

are scheduled:   

 25 January 2008: Guest Speaker – Dr. 

John McNamara will speak on personal 

disaster preparedness. 

 29 February 2008: Guest Speaker – 

Colonel (Dr.) Paul Fredrichs, USAF, who 

will speak on medical support for the armed 

forces. 

 28 March 2008: Guest Speaker – TBD 

 18 April 2008: Guest Speaker – TBD 

 3 May 2008: Annual Dinner Dance at the 

Army-Navy Country Club.  Guest Speaker 

will be Elaine Rogers, President, USO of 

Metropolitan Washington. 

 9-15 June 2008: SFA National Convention, 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.   

 

CHAPTER XI FINANCIAL REPORT :  

Chapter bank account: $16,666.90 

Less funds designated for SOWF: $731.00 

Remaining chapter operating funds: $15,935.90 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE GENERAL FUND : 

 Rock Meyers, $3,000.00 IMO Robert 

Kingston 

 Dan Carey, $150.00 

 Harmut Schauer, $30.00 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE CHAPTER 

SPECIAL OPERATIONS WARRIOR 

FOUNDATION ACCOUNT : 

 Al Paddock, $100.00 

 

2007 DONATION TAX LETTERS: 

For those who made donations in 2007 to 

either the Chapter XI General Fund or to the 

Chapter XI Special Operations Warrior 

Foundation Account and would like proof of 

these donations for tax purposes, contact Pete 

Stemniski at secretary@sfa11.org.  We will 

draft a memorandum for you stating your 

contribution. 

 

SFA NATIONAL CONVENTION : 

The 2008 SFA National Convention will take 

place in Harrisburg, PA, at the Hilton 

Harrisburg hotel.  Dates of the convention are 

9-15 June 2008.  Consult “The Drop” for more 

information regarding the tentative schedule.  

For those interested in making hotel 

reservations, contact the Hilton Harrisburg at 

717-233-6000, and mention you are attending 

the SFA National Convention to get the 

Convention room rate of $119.00 plus tax per 

night.  
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BURIAL FOR ALBERT DEPROSPERO: 

On 20 November 2007, former SFA Chapter XI 

member COL (Ret) Albert DeProspero was 

buried at the Arlington National Cemetery.  

SFA Chapter XI members in attendance 

included Al Paddock, Noel Koch, Vic & Thuy 

Hugo, Scot Crerar, Wade Ishimoto, Mike 

Morin, John Haralson, Eric Helfers, Charlie & 

Ginny Norton, Paul Agosta, John Whidden, 

Lee Yarborough, Arlene Pezzelle, Leo Roppo, 

and although not a chapter member, Arif Zaky, 

who helped the DeProspero family. 

 

BURIAL FOR CPT BENJAMIN TIFFNER : 

On 4 December 2007, CPT Benjamin Tiffner 

from the 5

TH

 Special Forces Group (Airborne) 

was buried at the Arlington National Cemetery.  

SFA Chapter XI members in attendance 

included Al Paddock, Charlie Norton, Vic & 

Thuy Hugo, Linc German, Bill Bache, Mike 

Hurst, Ambrose Brennan, George Hewitt, and 

Gene Russell. 

 

BURIAL FOR CARL FRANQUET: 

WWII Ranger Carl Franquet was buried at 

Arlington National Cemetery on 17 December 

2007.  He was a Veteran of WWII, Korea, and 

Vietnam retiring in 1964.  His son, Carl, was 

also a SF Veteran of the 10

th

 SFG who was 

known to Mac Dorsey and other 10

th

 SFG 

Group vets in attendance.  SFA Chapter XI 

members in attendance included Robert 

Bechtoldt, Jim Bruton, Linc German, Mac 

Dorsey and Charlie Norton.   

 

RETIREMENT OF JOHN HARALSON : 

Former Chapter XI President John Haralson 

has finally retired after 50 years of government 

work.  In a ceremony held on December 12 at 

the Department of State, National Foreign 

Affairs Training Center, John was recognized 

for 22 years of service as the program 

manager and lead Crisis Management Trainer 

at the State Department.  Add this time to the 

28 years of active Army service and John has 

put in 50 years!  Sharon and John will be 

acting as "snowbirds" for the next few years, 

spending time between Cocoa Beach, Florida, 

and their home in Fairfax, Virginia. 

 

SICK AND SHUT INS : 

If you know of anyone who is ill or having 

difficulty, please let our chaplain, Gene 

Russell, know so we can contact them. 

 

George Farris has been in the intensive care 

unit at Georgetown University Hospital for five 

days due to pulmonary emboli and Adult Onset 

Diabetes.  George is at home following the 

doctors orders and trying to get plenty of rest 

while maintaining a strict diet. 

 

Walt Henderson wife, Anne, is out of the 

hospital and continues to recuperate at the 

Potomac Center on South Hayes Street in 

Arlington.  Although distinctly progressing, she 

still has a long road ahead of her.  Cards and 

notes are best sent to Anne at their home 

(6221 Kellogg Drive, McLean, VA 22101-3013) 

and Walt (phone number - (703) 893-4249). 

 

CHAPTER NOTES: 

 Attention Annual Members – if you have not 

paid your 2008 membership dues yet, 

please do so now.  Dues are $30.00 and 

after 30 January 2008 are $35.00 ($30.00 

for annual fee and $5.00 late fee).  SFAHQ 

has informed the Chapter Presidents that 

any annual member dues not received by 

10 February 2008 will placed in Inactive 

status.  Please make your checks payable 

to the Special Forces Association and mail 

your check to SFA Chapter XI, PO Box 

150552, Alexandria, VA  22315-9998. 

 SFA Chapter XI members residing in 

Virginia are eligible to obtain a SFA license 

plate.  For those wishing to obtain one, 

contact Pete Stemniski at 

secretary@sfa11.org or via cell at (703) 

915-2536. 

 For those interested in obtaining Chapter XI 

clothing, coins, and associated materials, 

please contact Wally Johnson at 

wjohnso6@gmu.edu. 

 Our next newsletter will be released around 

10 February 2008. 
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MAP TO THE HARVEST MOON (courtesy of Google Maps) 

 

 

 

Remember – our next monthly meeting is on 25 January at the Harvest Moon Restaurant. 

 

PHOTOS FROM RECENT CHAPTER XI EVENTS 

 

 

Annual Christmas Party hosts John and Reyna Schram 

 

 

Chapter XI members having a good time  

at the annual Christmas Party 

 

Al Paddock and MG (Ret) Jack Singlaub  

at the annual Christmas Party 

 

 

Burial of Albert DeProspero at Arlington 


